
 

 
Bridestones by T. P. Wood (A sketch from his scrap book). 

 
SOTMAS Geophysical survey at the Bridestones Neolithic Chambered Long Cairn 

 
On Saturday 13th August 2011 the SOTMAS society members undertook a magnetometry 
survey of part of the field between the monument and Dial Lane. This covered an area of 
5400 square metres (90 by 60). In addition a small area adjacent to the monument was 
recorded. The following weekend, 20th and 21st August the same area in the field was 
surveyed using our resistivity meter (RM4). The area covered is shown superimposed on 
a detail of the English Heritage map (Figure 2). 
 
The area of the field chosen had been subjected to modern intrusion:  

The eastern most strip contains a large metal grid and it is clear from the 
magnetometry that there is probably a water pipe running down the field from this; 

The western most strip appears to have had a cart track running through it; 
The whole of the field was ploughed a few years ago. 

 
The area, available for magnetometry, immediately round the monument was very 
restricted. We cut and removed the bracken from this area before attempting the survey. 
 
The field 
 At the northern side of the field there is a stone wall. At the wall the ground is 
almost level from the gate (at the eastern side) for about 85 metres to the West. At the 
eastern end the ground falls away rapidly towards the South. Further West, near the tomb, 
there appears to be a platform which widens further to the West. This platform then 
narrows and ends at the 85 metre point. Also the field falls away to the South more 
slowly West of the tomb. 
 



 
 
Figure 1:  Map of the monument as provided by English Heritage. 
 



 

 
 
Figure 2: Detail of map showing location of survey (magnetometry survey 
superimposed). 
 



Results of  Magnetometer Survey. 
 

 
 
Figure 3: Magnetometry survey (as normal the top of the image is vaguely west). 
 
The magnetometer survey shows a few scattered linear anomalies in the field. The area 
near the tomb is obviously very heavily disturbed. It is very difficult to come to any 
useful conclusions based on this. 



 
Results of  Resistivity Survey. 
 

 
Figure 4: Resistivity survey (North at top) 
 

 
Figure 5: Resistivity survey with interesting isolated high resistance readings marked in 
blue. A curve centred on the axis of the tomb is shown in red. 
 



 Although the resistivity and the magnetometry surveys are generally similar, they 
differ in detail. In particular the resistivity chart shows several isolated small areas of 
very high resistance. We have marked these in Figure 5 with a blue dot. These can be 
joined up with a symmetrical curve with its centre on the axis of the tomb. Could this 
point to, a set of stone holes which might have supported a stone circle? 
There is a thin band of high resistivity close to and nearly parallel with the stone wall. 
This may reflect an earlier wall slightly further South or it may be fallen and soil covered 
stone from repair to the wall after collapse. 
 
Further Work 
 The results from the resistivity survey are, we think, very interesting. The society 
(SOTMAS) would be interested in conducting some small scale excavations to validate 
the results. The areas of interest are some distance from the tomb and well outside the 
scheduled area. 
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